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The Environment Seminar

Group 2: 
Arguments in favour of sustainable development


Seminar preparation:

Many environmental groups argue in favour of sustainable development and claim that political decisions should take into account environmental factors as well as the traditional emphasis upon the economic and social dimensions. Using the sites below, outline the main arguments made in favour of sustainable development and so that you can address the following question:

To what extent should political decisions take into account the importance of sustainable development?

Please take note of the reasons you chose to look at the particular issues. You will be asked about this in the seminar.
Selection 1

Earth Pledge- http://www.earthpledge.org/
-Earth Pledge is a non-profit organisation based in America. It seeks to restore the balance between human and natural systems, with the aim to make the world ‘a healthier and more beautiful place for us, and for future generations’

-The group promotes innovative techniques and technologies that will inspire and facilitate a global transition to sustainability. 

Current initiatives include:

-The vegetated or eco-roof: 

With the aim to prevent storm water runoff pollution, lower urban temperatures, and improve air quality in New York, the Earth Pledge supports the idea of city roofs which accommodate vegetables, shrubs, and trees. The group see the development as an important way to address some of the critical ecological problems of urban life and allow cities to grow whilst protecting the sate of the future environment.

-Waste = Fuel
Earth Pledge’s Waste=Fuel initiative aims to reduce the greenhouse gas emissions produced by urban, rural, and commercial organic waste, while supporting the development of a new source of renewable energy. 

-Farm to table:
The Farm to Table programme seeks to provide consumers with information that urge them to buy sustainable and local products and to inform the growers about innovative sustainable agriculture techniques and technologies that can help their farming operations be more sustainable and profitable.

-Future Fashion
By promoting renewable, reusable and non-polluting materials This initiative shows how clothing can be sustainable.

WWF UK- https://secure.wwf.org.uk/ 

The WWF, the ‘global environment network’, believe that we need to put a stop to the decline of the planet's natural environment and build a future environment where humans and nature exist in harmony. They aim to do this by:
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conserving the world's biological diversity.
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- ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources 
is sustainable;
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-reducing pollution and wasteful consumption.

The WWF are concerned about the harmful effects our homes and lifestyles have on the environment, everyday activities we engage in inside and out of our homes produce high level emissions of gases that cause climate change. The organisation is

exploring ways which might promote awareness of energy efficiency. At the moment the WWF is developing a campaign which aims to create one million sustainable homes in the UK. These homes have considerably less impact on the environment and make it easy for people to live in an environmentally friendly way.

Friends of the Earth- http://www.foe.co.uk/index.html
Three beliefs summarise what the environmental campaign group ‘Friends of the Earth’ is about:

1. The planet must be taken care of by making sure we reduce levels of pollution and use less energy. We must ‘live within the limits of the natural world’.

2. To protect our environment and its future, it is our duty to make sure we meet our needs and everyone has a fair share. 

3. The economy should consider the alternatives that focus on quality of life and securing a safe environment for the future.


They value the idea of the means as well as the ends – meaning they will not compromise their principles: 

· Where the law is concerned, they always work within it but use campaigns to change it. Work within the law - campaign to change it. 

· They are independent from political parties. 

· They refuse to accept any funding from large companies.

Greenpeace- http://www.greenpeace.org/international/
Greenpeace, an independent, campaigning organisation, uses ‘non-violent, creative confrontation to expose global environmental problems, and force solutions for a green and peaceful future’. Their objective is to protect the Earth’s ability to nurture all forms of life.

-Some of Greenpeace’s campaigns include:
- Promoting safe and sustainable trades 

-Preserving oceans and ancient forests.


- The promotion of renewable energy and the abolishment of fossil fuels and toxic chemicals. 
Greenpeace has strong views on the matter of funding. The organisation maintains that they do not allow any funding by any means from governments, corporations or political parties. Neither do they accept any form of donation that could affect the independence, aims, objectives or integrity of the group.

Selection 2

Greenpeace - http://www.greenpeace.org/international/ 

· Stop climate change 

· Save our seas 

· Protect ancient forests 

· Say no to genetic engineering 

· Eliminate toxic chemicals 

· End the nuclear threat 

· Encourage sustainable trade 

· Abolish nuclear weapons

Friends of the Earth - http://www.foe.co.uk/   

· Climate (climate change, green energy, anti-nuclear power)

· Global Trade

· Corporates (bad business, challenging corporate power)

· Food (green farming, anti-GM)

· Waste (pro-recycling, anti-landfill, anti-incinerator)

· Transportation (reducing the impact of person and goods movement)

· Biodiversity (protecting wildlife habits)

Rainforest Action Network - http://www.ran.org/ 

· Global Finance (ending destructive investment)

· Sustained Growth

· Zero Emissions

Sierra Club – http://www.sierraclub.org/ 

· Building Better Communities

· Clean Energy

· Exercising Democracy and Human Rights

· Protecting Nature

· Fighting for Global Justice

· Clean Water Supplies

· Global Population

· Responsible Trade

Seminar activities

Activity 2

Group 2: To what extent should political decisions take into account the importance of sustainable development?
� This selection was selected and written by students at Sheffield Hallam University
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